Department of Sociology
Newsletter
TABLE OF CONTENTS

1 News from the Chair
(pp. 1-3)
2 Criminal Justice
Program News
(pp. 3-4)
3 Graduate Sociology

Program News and
New Graduate 			
Student Features
(pp. 5-9)

4 Faculty Forum
(pp. 10-15)
5 Presentations and

Publications (pp. 15-19)

6 Major General
Mary L. Saunders
Scholarship and
Symposiums
(pp. 20-22)
7 Faculty and Alumni

Spotlight (pp. 22-24)

8 Student Awards
(pp. 25-27)

9 Alpha Kappa Delta

Honors Society and
Sociology Professionals and Alumni Network
(SPAN) (pp. 27-29)

NEWS FROM THE CHAIR

MAY 2021

When we published this newsletter in
May 2020, we had already been
plunged into the pandemic that triggered statewide lockdowns and everything those spawned. Just after
the pandemic began, the murder of
George Floyd by Minneapolis police
was protested by a revivified Black
Lives Matter movement, affecting the
entire country in an unprecedented
way.
At the publication of this 2021
newsletter, the COVID-19 pandemic still constitutes a crisis and
a great threat to everyone in the United States, while racism
and hate crime remain rampant and unresolved. In the year
between the two newsletters, many sociology faculty members, students, staffers, and their families and friends became
ill. Many have recovered, though some are enduring long-term
COVID-19 symptoms. But deaths from COVID-19 brought far
too many irreparable losses to us during this pandemic. It has
been a grim time. However, guided by our mission and goals,
the sociology faculty and staff have not lost passion for students’ success and scholarly achievement. This fervency helps
sustain us. We welcome, too, how the reality of racial inequity
has become a frequent topic of discussion, along with other
social justice issues. It has been inspiring to watch teaching,
research and scholarship address these issues vigorously in
the wake of last summer’s protests. Our students, too, inspire
us with their hard work in the challenging circumstance of
remote-only study—accompanied for many by the demands
of transformed workplaces and parenting tasks. We take such
pride in those who have persisted and reached the finish line,
graduating from our programs last spring and summer or at
the end of fall semester. We are moved to dedicate this newsletter to those who accomplished their educational and related
goals, despite facing dire challenges.

Here are some of the (perhaps improbable) accomplishments
of the past pandemic year
1. The sociology faculty’s persistence paid off in the enhancement of the doctoral
curriculum and the launching of a new online master’s program in sociology. Beginning in fall 2020, new doctoral students pursue a 72-credit-hour degree plan. (Any
returning doctoral student may switch to this plan by submitting required forms.)
Since this past August, entirely-online study for the MA in sociology has been
available for students at Texas Woman’s University.
2. It is exciting and gratifying that our new online MA program in sociology,
launched fall 2020 has quickly come to be viewed as among the best such programs in the nation. This year, the Online Schools Center considered our program
to be one of the 15 best online masters in sociology degrees in this country. The
staff at the website of GetEducated ranked this online program the nation’s 7th
most affordable master’s in sociology online. Our program also ranked the 3rd best
online master’s in sociology in 2021 by Best Values Schools.
3. The 2019–2020 academic year saw an overall increase of 31% in the number
of degrees awarded to our undergraduate sociology students and a 9% increase
across the two TWU graduate programs in sociology. In all, we proudly saw 76 sociologists graduate!
4. In the 2020-2021 academic year, we anticipate that 68 of our undergraduates will
graduate from TWU, with 19 students earning MA or PhD degrees in sociology. Ten
students plan to complete doctoral work this academic year, a record high number
for the department.
5. In the Fall 2020 and Spring 2021 semesters, we welcomed 35 new graduate students to our department. It is the largest enrollment in the history of graduate sociology study at TWU.
6. During the 2019-2020 academic year, members of the sociology faculty published an average of 7.3 research papers and/or other scholarly works. The number
represents an increase of 52% over the preceding year.
7. Five of the six sociology faculty members each made a presentation at TWU’s
November 10, 2020, Horizons of Diversity and Inclusion Showcase. At the showcase, dozens of university faculty, students, staff, and administrators enjoyed up-todate reflections on issues of racism, marginalization, and civil and disability rights.
8. In spring of 2021, the sociology department presented the virtual workshops
“Publishing in Academia” and “Choosing a Dissertation/Thesis Topic.” Graduate
students and faculty members from TWU and UNT were invited, and dozens of participants logged on. In fact, attendance was extremely comparable to that of
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non-virtual workshops we have offered in the past.
9. Our graduate students have stayed engaged in conducting research and publishing findings. Since June 2020, they have seen in print 9 of their manuscripts (as
author or co-author) and have delivered 18 conference presentations. Five TWU
graduate students joined in the annual university-wide Creative Arts and Research
Symposium this past year; two participated in the federation’s 2021 research competition.
10. Faculty and graduate students of sociology at TWU have continued winning university-wide honors and awards during the pandemic. A sociology faculty member
won the university-wide Distinction in Scholarship Award this year. Our graduate
students were particularly distinguished by their designation this year as Chancellor’s Research Scholar, Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant Award of Excellence, and 2nd place winner of Book-in-Common essay contest.
						
					
					
Celia C. Lo, Ph.D.,
						
		
Department of Sociology, Chair

			
CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROGRAM NEWS
One of our key activities during this pandemic year has been working to continue
to develop and offer new and updated crime and justice related courses. An increasingly important area in criminal justice today is cybercrime. This encompasses
offenses ranging from identity theft to fraud, cyberstalking, and distributing child
pornography. We expect to offer for the first time a new course in cybercrime
during the 2021-2022 academic year.
Other courses include Drugs, Crime, and Health, which we have recently offered,
and Sexualities, Crime, and Justice, which we have also recently offered. In addition,
we also continue to regularly revise our courses to ensure that students are exposed to the most important issues in criminal justice today.
The criminal justice program stresses the critical role of ethical decision-making
in criminal justice. Given the intense public concern over police behavior in recent
years, we see this as an especially timely issue. We regularly teach Criminal Justice
Ethics, which is intended to help students grapple with the ethical challenges that
arise from working in the criminal justice system. Students learn the importance of
ethical decision-making and explore its implications for police, courts, and corrections.
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In support of our objective of helping students understand the social foundations
of criminal justice and its relationship to society, we regularly offer two important
courses. Race, Crime, and Justice, as well as Women, Crime, and Justice explore
and illuminate the role of race, ethnicity, and gender and their interface with the
criminal justice system. We stress the experiences of racial and ethnic minorities
and women as crime victims, offenders, and employees in criminal justice. In addition, we examine issues such as discrimination in the criminal justice system in
terms of arrests, convictions, and sentencing.

										
									
										
James J. Williams, Ph.D.,
								
Criminal Justice Program, Director
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GRADUATE SOCIOLOGY PROGRAM NEWS
This year we implemented two important new developments in our curriculum.
Beginning in Fall 2020, we introduced our new doctoral curriculum and our online
master’s program. Entering doctoral students now pursue a 72-hour degree plan.
Current doctoral students were also allowed to switch to this plan as well. In addition, master’s students may now complete their program entirely online. They may
pursue general sociology, or they may declare a concentration in criminology. This
new program has already attracted students from several states and as far away as
Italy.
We expect a record high of 19 students to earn graduate degrees this academic
year. In addition, we now have the highest graduate enrollment in the more than
80-year history of graduate sociology at TWU, with a total of 70 graduate students
enrolled in Spring 2021. During Fall 2020 and Spring 2021, a total of 35 new graduate students entered our department.
We continued our regular series of workshops for graduate students. During Spring
2021, we presented workshops on publishing and on choosing a thesis/dissertation
topic.
Graduate students and faculty from TWU and UNT were invited, and many joined
us for these workshops.
Graduate students continued to be active in research, publication, and presentation. Six graduate students presented at the TWU Creative Arts and Research Symposium and two presented at the annual Federation Symposium. Since June 2020,
graduate students have authored or co-authored multiple articles and made a number of professional presentations.
Sociology graduate students also continue to be recognized across the university for their achievements. One was recognized as Chancellor’s Research Scholars.
They were selected by the Graduate Council for outstanding achievement in their
research or scholarly activities.
										 James J. Williams, Ph.D.,
									
Graduate Program, Director
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NEW GRADUATE STUDENT FEATURES
Carolyn Cunningham

I earned a B.A. in Psychology and an M.S. in Information Studies at
the University of Texas at Austin. I am currently living the quarantine
life, including performing my social science librarian duties from home
at the moment. After completing the M.A. in Sociology degree, I hope
to be the best social science librarian I can be and continue building
up my social justice activism in all areas of my life.

Johnny Copley

I graduated from Tarleton State University with a bachelor’s degree
in Criminal Justice Administration. I graduated from the University of
North Texas with a master’s degree in Criminal Justice with a concentration in justice policy and administration. I am interested in criminal
justice and law enforcement matters. I am particularly concerned with
police leadership/administration, transnational criminal organizations,
and American gangs (free world, motorcycle, and prison). I would like
to participate in teaching and research during my time at TWU and
pursue a career in academia after I earn my Ph.D.

Michelle Dunville

I earned my B.A. in Public Relations from Ball State University in Muncie, Indiana. With a criminology focus, I’m interested in topics pertaining to violence against women, specifically the mistrust of women
victims. After graduating, I hope to pursue my Ph.D. with the goal of
working for an organization that creates policy to protect women victims of violent crime and domestic violence.

Joshua Warner

I graduated in December 2020 from Texas Woman’s University with
a bachelor’s in Sociology with an emphasis on social inequality. I am
a first-semester sociology Ph.D. student. Current research interests
are the behavioral immune system, mental disability in graduate students, law enforcement involved shootings, substance abuse issues
among law enforcement, and how the behavioral immune system
leads to stigmatization of the mentally disabled in the prison system.
After completion of my Ph.D., I plans to get a position at a university
teaching, doing research, and mentoring undergraduate students.
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Amber O’Dell

I have a B.F.A, an M.A. in Criminology and Criminal Justice, and a
MSW all from UTA. I am active in community-based advocacy and
have co-founded a political non-profit focused on local social justice
and criminal justice policy reforms. My research interests include
social implications of big data policing; race and the criminal legal
system; mass shootings and online radicalization; as well as climate
change criminology. My work is informed by the critical perspective.
After graduation, I will pursue a faculty position at a university to
continue my research and work toward meaningful policy reforms in
the criminal legal system.

Wesley Cohoon

Before coming to TWU as a Ph.D. student, I earned an M.S. in Sociology from Texas A&M University-Commerce, a Doctor of Ministry
from Hardin-Simmons University, and a Master of Divinity and BS in
Religion from Liberty University. I am interested in criminology, religion, disability, chaplaincy, and pastoral care. After I graduate from
TWU, I would like to be a professor where I can teach and research.

Ramona Chavez

I graduated from the University of Houston-Clear Lake more than
20 years ago with a Human Performance degree that allowed me to
work in Public Health for the Harris Health System in Houston. Upon
my return from being an expat in London, I noticed racial tensions
had become a big problem in the U.S. Therefore, I decided it was
time to go back to school. I enjoy topics that cover feminism, education, assimilation/Immigration or race/ethnicity. I plan to work with an
organization that implements DEI initiatives through research, education and awareness, such as a cultural museum.

Vivek Arunkumar

I have a bachelor’s in Engineering from Bangalore University in India,
a Master’s in Education with a focus in Student Affairs and a Master’s
in Business Administration from Wright State University in Dayton,
OH. I currently work in Student Affairs at Texas Woman’s University.
My focus is on social inequality and immigration. I plan to continue
working in the same field after my graduation.
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Jamaica Kennedy

I graduated from UT Arlington in 2015 with my M.A. in Sociology. My
thesis focused on the political framing of poverty through narrative
analysis. My current interests include social psychology, the social
construction of social problems, intersectionality, poverty, and race
and ethnicity. After graduation I hope to teach full time at the university level.

Sharon Henderson

I received my bachelor’s of Science in Electrical Engineering from Marquette University in Milwaukee, WI. I then obtained my M.B.A at Dallas
Baptist University in Dallas, TX. I also received my M.A. in Multicultural
Women’s and Gender Studies with a Minor in Political Science at TWU. My
current research interests are focused in the areas of race and ethnicity,
social stratification/inequality, and criminology. I am presentng my current
work “The Criminalization of Blackness: In Protest,” at TWU’s Student Symposium and at The Federation Graduate Student Symposium. After completing my Ph.D., I would like to teach at the university level and further
develop my cultural center to encourage young people to develop and use
their superpowers.

Emily King

I earned my bachelor’s of Science in Sociology with an emphasis in
Social Inequality from TWU in May of 2020. I am currently enrolled
as a Master of Arts student in Sociology and my research interests
are gender and sexuality, medical and health inequality, and educational inequalities. After completion of my master’s, I plan to pursue
a Ph.D.

Sarah Wallace

I obtained my undergraduate degree from North Carolina Wesleyan
College. I received my bachelor’s of Arts in Sociology and Psychology.
I am interested in anything pertaining to religion in sociology, medical
sociology, social problems, and gender/family studies. My ultimate
goal is to become a community college instructor teaching sociology.
Maybe I will eventually teach at a four-year college one day.
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Lisa Nichols

I received my B.S. in Psychology from TCU and my M.A. in Psychology from Houston Baptist University. I am excited to begin the Ph.D.
program in Sociology at TWU, specializing in Criminology. My research interests include the relationship between religion and violent
crime, including hate crimes, cult leaders and religious delusions,
crimes committed by religious leaders, and crimes against children.
I would like to join Alpha Kappa Delta, serve on committees, and
eventually work as a GTA while a student at TWU. My career goal is a
tenure-track faculty position at a public university where I can continue criminology research while publishing articles and books.

Kaylee Buchanan

Before coming to TWU, I earned a Bachelor of Science in Psychology
from Texas A&M University. While I was there, I minored in Sociology and got a Certificate in Psychology of Diversity. That education
led me here, where my main topics of interest are inequalities in
race, gender, and sexuality. I hope to pursue a position at a university where I can research and teach on these topics after finishing my
time here at TWU.

Lizzie Overstreet

I received my B.A. with honors in Sociology from the University of
Washington-Seattle in 2020. I was inducted as a member of the
Alpha Kappa Delta honor society and presented my undergraduate
thesis looking at the rituals found within green burial at the Mary
Gates Undergraduate Research Symposium in the Spring of 2020.
My research interests include medical sociology, religion, ritual theory, cognitive social psychology, and death and society. I am currently
building my literature to expand on my past research focused on
green burial. I hope to continue this work during my time at TWU and
do this type of independent research after obtaining my degree.
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FACULTY FORUMS
COVID-19: Challenges and Opportunity
Philip Q. Yang, Ph.D., In the Chinese language, the word
“crisis”
consists of two characters, which mean both
“danger”
and “opportunity” . . Some people surrender
to a crisis, but many adopt a positive attitude and an innovative
approach to cope with the crisis and turn it into opportunity. A
crisis is a great challenge but can breed opportunity by forcing
people to think and act differently than they did before.
Change to a new way of thinking, a novel way of doing things,
a new strategy, a new habit, and a new way of life are paths to
opportunity and betterment.
We all know that COVID-19 is a gigantic crisis, and we all have felt its detrimental
impacts. However, COVID has compelled many changes and positive outcomes that
we have never seen before. For example, we had not anticipated a surge that we
have witnessed in the number of applicants and enrolled graduate students in our
graduate program since the pandemic, possibly as a result of economic downturn
and the suspension of GRE requirements. We had never thought we could teach
the challenging Social Statistics courses so efficiently online through synchronous
meetings to achieve similar results or even better results in certain aspects. We had
never imagined we can meet with students, colleagues, friends, and love ones so
easily through Zoom meetings. These are relatively modest changes. Society wise,
we have also seen bigger changes since the pandemic. Online education with asynchronous and synchronous platforms has become ubiquitous and innovative. Digital
learning tools have gained growing popularity. Digital business is everywhere. Digital transformations are transpiring in the operation of government, cultural events,
the entertainment industry, etc. They will be with us even after the pandemic is
over.
As Albert Einstein stated, “In the midst of every crisis, lies great opportunity.” Let’s
face COVID squarely, make smart and timely adjustments, and turn it into opportunities. If we have a sense of crisis in the time of non-crisis, we can change the world
even more broadly, deeply, and quickly.
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Celia C. Lo, Ph.D., You know that COVID-19 strikes people from
all walks of life, so the impact of the disease on higher education has been substantial and will be long-lasting. Even before
a pandemic was declared, tough challenges faced higher education: numerous declining enrollments, budget cuts, prospective students’ new concerns for the “ROI” in postsecondary
education.
Yet not every change related to the pandemic is negative. We
have been shaken, but the times have also undeniably shaken
out some new opportunities. Faculty members have had to
grasp new approaches to teaching and learning, yielding new productivity. Campus administrators have had to pioneer new ways of operating and governing their
institutions. The upshot is, educators do what must be done to preserve the vital
mission of preparing tomorrow’s scientists, teachers, wage-winners, and citizens.
The pandemic enforced changes that left many faculty who are able to speak brilliantly on content having difficulty adapting to the loss of the podium. Having to
rework one’s whole approach to teaching—an approach perhaps refined over decades—is typically unsettling. The podium simply cannot be recreated onscreen,
despite the internet’s nimbleness at delivering instructional materials. The pandemic has elevated student-centered learning, and student-centered learning seems
to absolutely require face-to-face interaction. The flip classroom model may keep
gaining favor into the postpandemic era. I have also observed renewed interest in
the scholarship of teaching and learning.
We are moving, slowly, closer to the resumption of normalcy in daily life. Out there,
huge opportunities await university administrators. Innovation will be key to resolving the most persistent negative consequences of the pandemic. As they innovate,
they must solidly set sights on the quality of education. Quality of education is Job
One. The well-being of students and faculty is also crucial. After the pandemic, the
expectations students and prospective students have of any university will have
evolved.
Jessica Smartt Gullion, Ph.D., I was on medical leave when the COVID quarantines
started. I came out of the hospital and into a pandemic. I felt a bit like Rick Grimes
in the first episode of The Walking Dead but without the zombies. Since then, my
husband and I have worked from home, and both my kids did remote schooling.
It was hard at first, but now we’re all a little agoraphobic. And I have to admit that
working in joggers is a lot more comfortable than dressing up. We are all vaccinated now, so we are starting to venture back out into the world.
The whole thing has been quite surreal. I wrote a book about a pandemic a few
years ago, called October Birds, and it was eerie how much the COVID pandemic was like what happened in the book. I think there is a lot of collective grief that
needs to be processed. Six people that I knew died of COVID, and my grandma
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died during this time. I never imagined Zoom funerals. Some friends got married; I
never imaged Zoom weddings either. I suppose if I were to offer advice it would be
wear a mask when you leave your house and get vaccinated if you can, so that this
will end. And ask for help when you need it.
Mahmoud Sadri, Ph.D., The last time this virus (H1N1) visited
the planet it was 102 years ago (it was called the Spanish Flu
then, as you know). Although there was no vaccine available
(for anything!), people still were told to avoid crowds and
wear masks. World War I had just ended, and there was a new
optimism in the air. Nobody guessed that the weird flu virus
would kill more people than the “Great War” did.
That year Max Weber, one of the founders of Sociology, was
a 55-year-old professor in Munich. As (“his”) luck would have
it, he was eventually feeling good enough to resume teaching
(he had been on an extended leave from teaching ever since his nervous breakdown at the turn of the century). That year Weber was teaching a course on economic history. He felt so energized that he ignored the advice to cancel his classes.
Needless to say, he contracted the virus and was bedridden. Toward the end he
was hallucinating and imagining he was examining a doctoral student; a consummate academic to the end! Weber died on June 14, 1920, barely 56 years old.
Now, if in the midst of all the pessimism and gloom, you doubt that we have become a smarter and better species, compare the second virus attack to its first
foray. The last time, it lingered for several years and returned in devastating waves,
eventually infecting one-third of the planet (half a billion people) and killing 50 million of them, Max Weber among them.
Although we have not seen the end of the pandemic, we are likely to see it within a
year if we act as smart as we have become! With a population five times larger than
a century ago, we will have well below one-fifth of the Spanish flu’s death toll. Weber, today, would have been vaccinated, teaching online, and finishing his magnum
opus “Economy and Society.”
Paul D. C. Bones, Ph.D., Q: Could you share any tips or tricks
that have helped you stay focused, pass the time, or helped
you de-stress during COVID-19? Oh. I’m a terrible person to
ask about this because I feel like deadlines are the only things
keeping me going right now. At the beginning of the pandemic, I definitely turned to woodworking, and, oddly, old books I
read as a teen, to keep me balanced. But lately, I haven’t had
time for either. Q: What do you hope for in the future after the
pandemic? As a disabled faculty member, one of the few bright
spots of the pandemic has been increased accessibility.
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It’s been far from perfect, but ability to meet virtually, increased delivery options,
and order ahead and curbside services have been things disabled people have
spent years asking for. I truly hope that these forms of accessibility and accommodation (because that’s what they are) do not disappear when the pandemic is over.
I hope we use the past year as an opportunity to build a more accessible future, not
return to inaccessibility in the name of “going back to normal.”

Hobbies and Pets
Jessica Smartt Gullion, Ph.D., I have two dogs and a cat. Maximus Aurelius Gullion,
Guardian of the Realm, Slayer of Demons, Friend to Unicorn and Dragon, Defender
of Squeaky Toys is a Papillion. Spartacus The Mighty is a chihuahua. They both hate
the woman who delivers our mail and bark at her every day. Puff is a fluffy black
special needs cat. She has Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (also known as cat AIDS).
Sometimes we watch Rent together; it’s her favorite film.
Mahmoud Sadri, Ph.D., One of the things I love about sociology is that it makes
us think about things we never considered before, like whether our education or
profession incline us to prefer one kind of pet over another. In 1991 Pierre Bourdieu was in Japan, giving a lecture on the occasion of the Japanese translation of
his luminous (and, to me, still enigmatic) work: “Distinctions.” There he dropped a
comment about pet ownership that has puzzled me ever since: “Thus, to take the
example of a curious property, the distribution of the dog owners and cat owners
is organized according to the model: commercial employers … tend to prefer dogs,
intellectuals … tend to prefer cats.”
So, from where you stand, does this spatial distribution of cats and dogs across
professional affiliation field make sense? Does this make you wonder if you should
have been a commercial employer rather than a sociologist if you find yourself preferring dogs over cats? For me, of course, it happens to make perfect sense. Temperamentally, I am closer to being an intellectual than a commercial employer, and
I have a distinct preference for cats over dogs (and I think every sensible person
must!). What if you, like Dr. Williams, have an equal admiration for both species?
You may also reject the premise altogether and question how Bourdieu could have
known this tidbit? How sound could his statistical inference have possibly been?
Whatever you decide and wherever you find yourself in this controversy, you are
ahead of the people who take this curious predilection (and other “social facts”
around them) for granted and never give them a second thought. By the way, my
cat’s name is Pepper, and I never talk to him about Bourdieu. As it is, she looks at
me as if I am nuts!
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Celia C. Lo, Ph.D., Last time, I wrote briefly about spending time with Lily, my English cream golden retriever (for the 2020 newsletter, sociology faculty were asked
about how we spend our leisure). For me as for so many others, the pandemic created physical isolation from my friends and from my students and other campus
colleagues. While I made up for their immediate absence as best I could using virtual means of communicating and socializing, Lily’s immediate presence each day
has really worked against the sense of loss. This year, my beautiful dog became a
reason to leave the house several times each day, reducing my feelings of isolation
and returning myself for a bit to our old life. As well, Lily continues to bestow huge
affection on me, keeping near when I sit on the sofa to rest or undertake yet another Zoom meeting. Sometimes she listens in on these meetings from behind the
sofa, and sometimes she puts her head on my lap, in front of the laptop screen, as if
she’s looking at you too! For sweet Lily, pandemic times mean spending all the time
she wants with her human. I wonder, does she anticipate life will be this way from
now on?
Philip Q. Yang, Ph.D., We currently don’t have any pets. Despite my son’s demand,
we have never had a dog because my wife is petrified of any. We tried small pets
such as guinea pigs and gold fish, but they did not survive.
A pet is a companion and also needs a lot of care. If you need a companion, you
should have one. If you have enough companions, you may not need one. In particular, if you don’t have much time to care for pets, it is better not to have one. There
should not be a uniform expectation of having a pet. It all depends on individual
needs, time, and responsibility.
Paul D. C. Bones, Ph.D., I have 3 pets, all cats. Inara Bacon is a Birman mix who is
my baby. She was bottle fed as a kitten and is super attached to me. Mildred Sausage is a black cat and very much adores her sister. She’s a senior cat but still loves
her zoomies. We recently brought Allan Hamsteak into our family (about 2 years
ago). He’s…spirited. But adorable.
James J. Williams, Ph.D.,
(Studying Russian). In attempting to reflect on my experience in this pandemic, I have turned to scholarly literature and reflections in the popular media. Its clear that people throughout the
world have worried about their jobs, their finances, and the health of their families.
Many have experienced loneliness and isolation during the lock downs. Like many,
I have experienced stress, isolation, and lack of connections to others. I have had
to adjust rapidly to working remotely. I have been unable to travel in a meaningful fashion. Three things have been particularly helpful to me in steering my way
through the past year.
Technology has been a critical lifeline. With technology, I have been able to successfully work remotely, maintaining an active teaching and advising load, remaining productive, and communicating regularly with students and colleagues. In addition, technology has made it possible to reach out easily to family and friends.
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Knowing that friends and family are a message or a Zoom call away has been an
important way to reach past the isolation.
Hobbies and personal projects have been very important. Working remotely has
given me the time and the concentration to resume a personal book project. The
quiet time has given me the chance to re-think important elements of my project and to better understand my characters and their motivations. In addition, the
break from the normal routines of office work has given me the chance to focus on
my study of Russian and to make slow but gratifying progress.

		

PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS		

Even though the department has operated remotely over the past year, there has
been plenty of scholarship. Here are some of this year’s accomplishments.
PRESENTATIONS
Grant-Panting, Alexis, Celeste Graham, Vanessa Ellison, Korey Tillman, and Aubree
Evans. 2021. “Becoming Public: A Conversation on How Graduate Students Can
Transform How We ‘Do’ Academia.” Panel presented at the Sociologists for Women
in Society Winter Meeting, January 28, virtual.
Mindy Fried, Celeste Graham, Kemi Johnson-Pratt, and Christina Ong. 2021. “Podcasting as Public Sociology”. Panel presented at the Sociologists for Women in
Society Winter Meeting, January 21, Virtual Conference.
Bones, Paul D.C. “Disability Demands Action! A Community Conversation.” Denton
ADA30 Celebration. Panel Speaker. Summer 2020. Invited Talk.
Bones, Paul D.C. Titus Asbury, and Niki Fogg. “Learning about Learning Preferences.” Texas Woman’s University Teaching & Learning Symposium, Fall 2020.
Clark, Amy and James Williams. “Adult Beliefs About the Migration Motives of
Unaccompanied Honduran Youth.” Paper presented in the Critical Refugees Studies
I, Section on International Migration / International Migration Roundtables at the
115th Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, August 11, 2020,
Virtual Engagement Event. http://tinyurl.com/sxkuj3q.
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DeBrium, Kyndal, and Celia C. Lo. August 2020. “Racist Perceptions on a College
Campus: Intersectionality of Gender, Race, and Greek Affiliation.” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Virtual Conference.
Prost, Jonbita, James Williams, and Mahmoud Sadri. 2020. “Sigheh in Iran: An
Intersectional Approach of Iranian Women Who Engage in Temporary Marriages”
The 115th Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, San Francisco,
August 8-11.
Lo, Celia C., Paul D.C. Bones, Tyrone C. Cheng, and Christine C. Chen. August
2020. “Heroin Users’ Role in the Opioid Epidemic.” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Virtual Conference.
Pierce, Phillip and Philip Yang. “American Attitudes Toward the Sale of Assault
Rifles to Civilians”. Paper presented as a recorded presentation sent to the session
organizer for our ASA Virtual presentation at the 115th Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, August 11, 2020.
Prost, Jonbita and Philip, Q. Yang. 2020. “Recent Trends in American Attitudes toward Intermarriages to Blacks, Asians, Hispanics, and Whites: A Comparative Perspective” Student Creative Arts and Research Symposium, Texas Woman’s University, Denton, September 25. https://twu-ir.tdl.org/handle/11274/12500.
Bones, Paul D.C. and Aubree Evans. “Cripping the COVID Classroom: Centering
Students through Disability Practices.” Mid-South Sociological Society Annual
Meeting (October 14-17, 2020), Virtual Conference.
Teague, Hollie A. “’A Little Bit Different Brand of Swedish’: Community, the Church,
and Texas Swedes.” MidSouth Sociological Association Annual Conference, October
14, 2020.
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MAJOR GENERAL MARY L. SAUNDERS
				SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
The recipients of the Major General Mary L. Saunders Scholarship give an update
on their experience.
Petina J.D. Powers
My experience as a Major General Mary L. Saunders Scholarship recipient was dynamic. I worked diligently to increase my research knowledge and skills as I developed research projects. Currently, I am operationalizing research projects in my
areas of interest: film, culture, and stratification. I will conduct two of these projects
during the 2021-2022 school year. A third project is developing a comparative study
on COVID. During this process I have received feedback from committees and
scholars on two continents. This includes cooperative efforts from a sociologist in
India where I plan to conduct my primary research. To that end, I was part of a national research group on quantitative methods, and an international research group
on COVID. Additionally, I applied for fellowships in relation to my international
study which taught me a great deal about best practices in writing for grants. As
a Graduate student, fledgling sociologist, educator, and advocate I understand the
importance of patience, flexibility, and seeking feedback from other scholars. “Seek
assistance and re-evaluate” has become my mantra. I am grateful to the Sociology
department and the Mary L. Saunders Scholarship for this opportunity to grow as a
researcher.

Jonbita Prost

I was interested in studying the attitudes towards homosexuality in the Middle East.
Dr. Lo and I conducted a study “Role of Social Status Factors & Religion/Secularization Factor in Views of Homosexuality in Five Nations of the Middle East” and submitted it to a peer reviewed journal. I did a poster presentation for this study at the
Federation Graduate Student Symposium on April 9, 2021.
											

STUDENT
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SYMPOSIUM
The 24th Annual Student Creative Arts and Research Symposium was held virtually via Zoom
April 13-15 this year. The 210 student creative arts
and research projects were featured with more
than 400 students mentored by faculty sponsors
throughout TWU. Five sociology graduate
students presented research with topic ranging
from school shootings to the criminalization of
blackness.
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Jonbita Prost and Celia C. Lo, Ph.D., presented “Role of Social Status Factors & Religion/Secularization Factors in Views of Homosexuality in Five Nations of the Middle East.” This research examined how factors of social status. religion, and
secularization affected these attitudes among residents of Bahrain, Iraq, Jordan,
Lebanon, and Turkey. The present study also asked whether national origin moderated how the three kinds of factors were or were not associated with these attitudes. Overall, results of the analysis showed these factors demonstrated associations with attitudes about homosexuality. Congratulations Joni and Celia!
Amber O’Dell presented “An Examination of School Characteristics, Shooter Charactertistics, and Incidental Characteristics of School Mass Shootings.” The study utilized an inclusive definition in order to have a larger dataset for analyses. A dataset
of 60 SMS cases occurring between 1927-2019 was developed. Research questions
relate to characteristics of the schools where the shootings occurred, characteristics of the shooters themselves including mental health status and incidental characteristics. Congratulations Amber!
Jakin Vela presented “LGBT Guilds as Buffers Against Sexual Minority Stress” which
investigates how membership in a virtual LGBT-affirming community within online
video games (LGBT Guilds) impacts minority stress levels and mental health.
Congratulations Jakin!
Sharon Henderson presented “The Criminalization of Blackness: In Protest”. This
research explored historical and contemporary literature to delineate how Black
Americans in the US have been treated as a criminal threat, policed by the state
and other citizens, and labeled, prosecuted, and incarcerated as criminals upon
engaging in protests for their constitutional rights. The analysis shows a propensity
for American political leaders to operate in bad faith at the expense of Black Americans. Our judicial systems, including the Department of Justice created, which was
created in 1870, have not adequately provided equal justice to support all citizens,
especially Black Americans. Congratulations Sharon!
Jessica Adame and Celia C. Lo, Ph.D., presented “Ethnicity and Self-Reported Depression Among Hispanic Immigrants in the U.S.” This study asked how the factors
such as length of U.S. residency, social status, lifestyle, and health care might explain self-reported depression within 5 large, discrete subgroups comprising immigrants from, in turn, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, and other
nations in Central and South America. The study also examined ethnicity’s potential
role moderating self-reported depression’s associations. Congratulations Jessica
and Celia!
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FEDERATION GRADUATE STUDENT
SYMPOSIUM
This year we had two graduate students present at the Federation Graduate Student Symposium.
Jonbita Prost presented with co-author
Celia C. Lo Ph.D., “Roles of Social Status Factors
& Religion/Secularization Factors in VIews of
Homosexuality in Five Nations of the Middle
East.”
Sharon Henderson presented “The Criminalization of Blackness: In protest.”

		
		

FACULTY AND ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Alum Mehmet Soyer, Ph.D., Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology, Social Work and Anthropology at USU, won
the following awards in 2020: Undergraduate Research Mentor of the Year for the Department of Sociology at Utah State
University and Undergraduate Research Mentor of the Year for
the College of Humanities and Social Sciences at Utah State
University. Additionally, Soyer has been awarded 2020 Teacher
of The Year, Department of Sociology, Social Work & Anthropology, Utah State University. Soyer has mentored dozens of
students in hands-on learning outside of the classroom, including mentoring one Undergraduate Research Fellow, 16 Undergraduate Research Creative Opportunity grant recipients, six Undergraduate Travel
Award recipients, 33 Undergraduate Research Symposium presenters and one Undergraduate Research on Capitol Hill presenter. Soyer’s undergraduate students are
mentored through every stage of the research process and have collaborated with
him in organizing panels and sessions, in addition to their presentations at local,
regional, and national conferences.
Alum Malcolm Rigsby, Ph.D., has been promoted to the rank of Full Professor at
Henderson State University.
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Alum Nina Michalikova, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of Central Oklahoma, has written a book
entitled “Everyday Fears of Legal Immigrants with Undocumented Spouses: Under U.S. Immigration Policy”. Published
last year by Routledge the book examines the adaptation experiences of American legal immigrants with undocumented
spouses. Having an undocumented spouse hinders immigrants’
adaptation process and presents unique challenges that have
not been previously studied. These challenges exist in all areas
of legal immigrants’ life (e.g., private life, social life, professional life, finances, and health). The book argues that seemingly
private problems reflect a whole range of public issues that are caused primarily by
existing federal and state policies targeting undocumented spouses of legal immigrants. Through their contact with undocumented spouses, legal immigrants are
subjected to the same intrusive and punitive laws as their spouses.
Congratulations to Jessica Smartt Gullion, Ph.D., this year’s recipient of TWU’s
Faculty Award for Distinction in Scholarship. This award is presented to TWU faculty
with distinguished records of scholarship and dedication to improving knowledge
and understanding their field. Dr. Gullion has published five peer-reviewed books,
and more than thirty peer-reviewed journal articles and book chapters. Her books
include the award-winning “Diffractive Ethnography: Social Sciences and the Ontological Turn (Routledge); Researching With: A Decolonizing Approach to Community-Based Action Research”, co-authored with Dr. Abigail Tilton (Brill/Sense);
“Writing Ethnography” (Brill/Sense); “October Birds: A Novel” (Brill/Sense); and
“Fracking the Neighborhood: Reluctant Activists and Natural Gas Drilling” (The
MIT Press), which was a finalist for the ASA Elliot Friedson outstanding publication
award. She currently has four additional books in progress, “Redefining Disability”, co-edited with Dr. Paul Bones and Danielle Barber (Brill/Sense); “Qualitative
Methods in Health Research” (Oxford); “Doing Ethnography”, with Dr. Susan Harper
(Guilford); and a second edition of “Writing Ethnography.”
Alum Andrea Laurent-Simpson, Ph.D., received the Sam Taylor Fellowship from the United Methodist General Board of
Higher Education. Simpson’s monograph “Just Like Family:
How the Companion Animal Joined the Family”, published by
NYU Press will be released on July 13th. Using a combination
of identity theory and demographic perspectives, the book
explores how a new family structure that she calls the “multispecies family”, families in which which dogs and cats are now
considered full-fledged members of the family, has emerged in
the United States since the 1970’s.
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Alum William Ash-Houchen, Ph.D., received the 2021 National Violent Death Reporting System (NVDRS) New Investigator
Award, which is awarded by the American Public Health Association in partnership with the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. This initiative is geared toward emerging researchers/investigators to promote innovative, quality analysis
of violent death data. His project will examine strain, mental
health, and substance use in cases of suicide and death of undetermined intent among LGBTQ+ adolescents using several
years of available data. His hope is that this project can prompt
policy and prevention implications directly geared toward production of programming and highlighting specific factors preceding suicide that
can be blunted in their effects by social support or other care from parents, friends,
and healthcare workers. William will also be serving as the Assistant Professor in
the Department of Justice Studies at Prairie View A&M University starting in July.
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STUDENT AWARDS

Many of our graduate students and our administrative assistant have worked very
hard this year to excel in research, teaching, and service.
Sociology Graduate Students Awards by Department
Outstanding Sociology Doctoral Student Award: Jessica Adame
Outstanding Leadership Award: Jakin Vela
Outstanding Graduate Student Award in Scholarship: Jonbita Prost
Outstanding Sociology Graduate Teaching Assistant Award: Petina Powers
Outstanding Sociology Graduate Student Award in Service: Alexis Grant-Panting
Outstanding Master’s Student Award: Jessica Veal
The university also offered several opportunities for the department to recognize
graduate students for their outstanding work and scholarship. This year the sociology faculty have nominated our graduate students and staff member for these
university-wide scholarships and awards. I would like to list these nominees.
Scholarships by the Graduate School
Chancellor's Student Research Scholar: Jessica Adame, Jonbita Prost, Jakin Vela
The Pioneering Spirit Awards by the Graduate Student Council
Doctoral Student Award of Excellence: Petina Powers
Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant Award of Excellence: Jonbita Prost
Furthermore, please join me in congratulating Winners of the University-wide
Awards and National and International Honors.
Jessica Adame was selected as one of the Chancellor's Student Research Scholars
Ramona Chavez won the second place in this year’s Book-in-Common essay contest.
Kemi Johnson Pratt received a research grant through the Experiential Student
scholar Research Program.
Jonbita Prost Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant Award of Excellence.
Alexis Grant-Panting was elected to serve as the Graduate Student Representative-Elect for Sociologists for Women in Society (SWS).
Congratulations to these winners.
										
Celia C. Lo Ph.D.,
									Department of Sociology, Chair
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Some of our graduate winners share their thoughts on what they have achieved.
Jonbita Prost was awarded the Outstanding Graduate Student Award in Scholarship. Jonbita works as a graduate teaching assistant and teaches the Women’s
Roles course in the department. She has presented at the Annual Meeting of the
American Sociological Association in 2019 and 2020. She is honored to be receiving the Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant Award of Excellence. She would
like to give special thanks to her professor Dr. Celia Lo and faculty members at Texas Woman’s University Department of Sociology. Receiving this award reminds her
of the importance of teaching. She feels that it is very rewarding to see students
develop leadership skills and achieve their academic goals.
Kemi Johnson Pratt has used the research grant she was awarded through the
Experiential Student Project Student Scholar Research Program to publish “Bulletproof Soul”, a podcast that examines ordinary people through different theoretical
constructs of race. She has successfully used this podcast to dissiminate scholarly
work, promote community activism, and provide a learning tool for the classroom.
“Bulletproof Soul” discusses topics ranging from the preschool to prison pipeline
and how this is reinforced in education policy, to international comparisons on
policing.
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TWU adopted “Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption” by Bryan Stevenson as the 2020-2022 Book-in-Common. Ramona Chavez’s work “Action and Purpose in Blogging” was selected for second place by the Book-in-Common essay
review committee under the Graduate Student contest category. This selection fits
under the campuswide theme of “A Call to Action: Seeking Social Justice by Becoming Change Agents in Our Communities.”
.

Jessica Adame, winner of the Chancellor’s Student Research Scholar award reflects
on this opportunity. “I am honored to be the recipient for this year’s Chancellor’s
Research Scholar Award. One of my greatest goals as a doctoral student at Texas
Woman’s University was to display excellence in my research and this accolade allowed me to be recognized for our significant study, by which I had the opportunity
to first author “Ethnicity and Self-Reported Depression Among Hispanic Immigrants
in the U.S”. This important study explains the many social factors that contribute
to depression among Hispanic subgroups. It is an important body of literature that
warrants more scholarly research. I would like to express my greatest appreciation
to Dr. Lo, who has mentored me in being the research scholar I am today, which has
resulted in the opportunity to receive such an award. Thank you.

ALPHA KAPPA DELTA
INTERNATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
Jessica Adame, President of Alpha Kappa Delta, gives an address.
This year, AKD has continued to impact and serve many students at TWU. As we
continue the new norm of social distancing, AKD has made its greatest effort to
continue to be an organization that includes servitude and contribution to the AKD
community.
Alpha Kappa Delta continues to provide a space for sociology students from TWU
to find an environment where they are able to feel socially connected in such an
isolated time. Furthermore, AKD has continued to assist students with travel expenses that have allowed students to be able to further their scholarship abilities.
While social activities have lacked due to restrictions this past semester, AKD is
excited to continue its journey in the upcoming semesters with more social events
that further implement the philosophy of bringing all communities together.
As our current officers, President Jessica Adame and Vice President Jakin Vela
reach their final days as leaders in this organization, they are enthusiastic about
passing on the baton to the upcoming new leaders who they are confident will carry on the AKD traditions and high expectations.
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SOCIOLOGY PROFESSIONALS AND ALUMNI 		
NETWORK (SPAN)
An introduction from the SPAN President Morgan Villavaso.
Have you heard about SPAN? Formerly named the Sociology Alumni Advisory
Committee, the Sociology Professionals and Alumni Network (SPAN) initially came
to fruition in the fall of 2017 under the guidance of Dr. Celia Lo, graduate students,
and alumni. The organization began with the goal of reporting and advising on
trends in the job market for graduate students, and since then, SPAN has expanded
to serve both students and alumni in all stages of their academic and professional
careers. Today, SPAN’s primary mission is synthesizing and providing information
about post-graduate career options and marketability. In doing so, SPAN’s primary goals are to advise on trends, patterns, and skills necessary for successful job
searches and employment; to consult the department in the creation of relevant
coursework additions to the rotation; and to provide periodic workshops to assist
students and alumni in career-specific job searches.
Some of these expansions have come as a direct response to the COVID-19 global
pandemic. SPAN has evolved to reach students and alumni through entirely virtual
means and has sought new ways to aid them in navigating COVID-related changes in the job market. Since the onset of the pandemic, the organization has established a social media presence across Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn
(follow us at @spantheglobe) and developed a website.
We are growing our website’s blog, which has covered pressing sociological issues
such as human trafficking awareness. On our website, you will also find a hub of
resources ranging from job search platforms to request forms for specific coursework, workshops, and more.
A large focus of SPAN’s recent work has been on producing a series of interactive
virtual workshops to aid students and alumni through the job search process. Even
in a pre-COVID context and even for individuals who hold a college degree, it’s no
secret that the job market was increasingly competitive. Now, with good jobs being even more limited since the pandemic’s onset, SPAN aims to assist students
and alumni in becoming the most prepared candidates they can possibly be in their
search for new employment.
The first workshop in the series “Building a Great Resume” took place via Zoom on
September 30, 2020, and featured guest panelist Kyndal DeBruin, who works as a
Case Manager at Family Tree Program. The workshop also included panelists from
the SPAN board: Jakin Vela, who works as the Assistant Director for Employer Relations at TWU Career Connections Center; and Dr. Heather Gerling, who worked as
the Victim Services Program Manager at Salvation Army. This one-hour workshop
covered a wide range of information, including the differences between a resume
and a curriculum vitae, resume formatting, applicant tracking systems, marketable
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and transferable skills, and what qualities employers find most important.
The next workshop “Finding the Job That Fits” streamed on January 21, 2021, and
focused on best practices for conducting an online job search. Board members explained how to go about finding jobs, whether directly through employers the applicant is interested in or through job search platforms such as Handshake, LinkedIn, Indeed, USAJobs, HigherEdJobs, and Idealist. A job search case study was
conducted in which we discussed how to use keywords and important filters, how
to assess job descriptions alongside one’s qualifications, how to screen for scams,
and more.
Recording of these workshops are available on the Workshops page of our website.
Above all, SPAN hopes to act as a resource to Sociology students and alumni as
they integrate into the ever-changing professional landscape. If you are interested
in specific types of workshops or other services, we would love to hear from you!
Email us at twuspan@gmail.com. We look forward to working with you!
SPAN Officers
Morgan Villavaso, President
Dr. Heather Gerling, Vice President
Dr. William Ash-Houchen, Vice President
Jakin Vela, Secretary
Dr. Celia Lo, Faculty Advisor

29

