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Abstract Grading Rubric 

Criteria Excellent - 5 Good - 4 Okay - 2 Unacceptable - 0 
Relevancy to 

Conference Theme 
YES – Abstract is relevant to 
conference theme. 

N/A N/A No, abstract is not relevant to 
conference theme. 

Abstract Title includes clear keywords found 
in the abstract text, provides 
accurate and clear insight into 
the content of the abstract. 

Completed title; includes 
keywords found in the 
abstract text.   

Poorly developed title; 
includes some keywords 
poor insight into the 
content found in the 
abstract text. 

Title appears unrelated to 
abstract text.   

Background and 
Purpose 

The purpose statement is clear 
and aligns with all other 
content within the abstract. 
Background fits with purpose. 

The purpose statement 
demonstrates some 
cohesiveness of the content 
with the abstract. 
Background fits mainly with 
purpose. 

The purpose statement is 
unclear or does not align 
with other content within 
the abstract. Background 
is a questionable fit with 
purpose. 

There is no purpose statement 
and/or background 
information. 
 

Plan/Methods/Design 
(if evidence-based or 

research based) 

  Abstract provides a logical 
discussion, with substantial 
details of the 
plan/methods/design if 
applicable  

Abstract provides a logical 
discussion, adequate details 
of the plan/methods/design 
if applicable  

Overall arrangement is 
logical but does not give 
adequate details of a 
plan, methods, or design 
if applicable 

Does not tie together 
information in a cohesive 
manner.  
 

Results The evaluation process reflects 
valid and reliable outcome 
measures and is clearly defined 

The evaluation process 
generally reflects reliable 
outcome measurement 

There are gaps in the 
findings/outcomes 
discussion 

Lacks sound findings/outcomes 
statement(s) 

Implications (for 
nursing practice, 

education, or research) 

Findings have clear 
implications for nursing 
science, patient outcomes, 
nursing practice, education, 
administration, leadership, 
and/or policy making. 

Findings may have 
implications for nursing  
science, patient outcomes, 
nursing practice, education, 
administration, leadership, 
and/or policy making. 

Findings have no clearly 
defined implications for 
nursing science, patient 
outcomes, nursing 
practice, education, 
administration, 
leadership, and/or policy 
making 

 Does not address implications 
for nursing practice, education 
or research 

Conclusion Concise; well stated n/a n/a No conclusion 
References Includes three scholarly 

references (e.g., science 
journal articles, books).  Used 
correct APA format. All 
references are no older than 5 
years, unless a seminal work. 

Includes two scholarly 
references (e.g., science 
journal articles, books).  
Used APA format with some 
errors. Most references are 
no older than 5 years, unless 
a seminal work. 

Only one scholarly 
reference (e.g., science 
journal articles, books).  
Used APA format with 
many errors. Most 
references are older than 
5 years, unless a seminal 
work. 

No scholarly references or the 
majority of the references are 
not appropriate or recent for 
the abstract.  APA format not 
used.  

 


