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Residency requirements in doctoral programs have traditionally assisted students by allowing direct contact with faculty, providing concentrated time for study, and making good use of university resources.

For some academic disciplines, a residency requirement is an integral part of the doctoral program--for example, when students are conducting research that requires daily work in the laboratory or when fulfilling hours required by a professional accrediting agency for licensure.

However, other doctoral programs may not demand the actual presence of every student in all courses on the degree program at the site of instruction. Today's demographic shift in doctoral programs from students who enroll full-time to those who enroll part-time, coupled with advances in technology that make distance learning possible, are good reasons for reconsidering the traditional university stance on residency requirements for the doctoral degree.

Based on these and other considerations, departments, schools, and colleges (rather than the Graduate School) determine whether it is in the best interest of their doctoral programs to require full-time, on-campus residency, or to modify the requirement in some way. The maximum residency that a department could require may not exceed the current residency requirements.

