[image: ]
Canvas @ TWU: 
Your Roadmap for Day 1, Week 1 & Beyond
Start with a Simple Goal
You do not need a perfect Canvas course before the semester begins.
You need a course that helps students answer three questions:
✓ What should I do next?
✓ When is it due?
✓ Where do I go for help? 
DAY 1 
Make It Easy to Start
Before students arrive, ensure they can enter your course and quickly find what they need. 
Canvas Readiness Checklist
☐ Course is published
☐ Syllabus is posted and easy to find
☐ Home Page is published
☐ Instructor contact information is available
☐ Welcome announcement is posted
☐ Dates, links, and files have been checked
☐ Students have a clear Start Here pathway
☐ Student View has been reviewed
Ask Yourself:  If a student opens my course at midnight, will they immediately know where to begin? 
WEEK 1
Create Clarity and Momentum
Students are learning both your subject and how your course works. Help them establish a rhythm. 
Week 1 Checklist
☐ First module and learning materials are published
☐ Assignments and due dates are visible
☐ Expectations are clearly communicated
☐ Students know how and when you will communicate
☐ Gradebook settings have been reviewed
☐ Course organization is consistent and predictable
☐ Students know where to get help
A Simple Weekly Pattern
Overview → Learn → Engage → Practice → Submit
BEYOND WEEK 1
Support Learning and Engagement
Canvas is more than a place to store files. Use it to maintain presence, communication, and learning throughout the semester. 
Ongoing Success Checklist
☐ Post regular announcements
☐ Provide timely feedback
☐ Monitor participation
☐ Answer common student questions
☐ Review analytics and course activity
☐ Improve instructions and resources as needed
☐ Continue accessibility improvements

Remember: Consistency matters more than perfection. Students benefit most when navigation, communication, and expectations remain predictable.
Quick Self-Check
Can students quickly find:
☐ What to do next?
☐ What is due next?
☐ How to get help?
Faculty Commons & Technology Support
Need help with:
	Designing or Improving My Course
	Canvas isn’t Working the Way I Expect
	Password, Login, MFA, Computer, or Network Issues

	Contact an Instructional Designer
	Contact Canvas Help (24/7)
Chat, Call or Email from within Canvas
	Contact the TWU IT Service Desk

	Questions about teaching, pedagogy, workshops, or Professional Development?
Start with the Faculty Commons. We will connect you with the right resources and experts.


Final Reminder
Day 1 = Access
Week 1 = Momentum
Beyond = Persistence

Start with a clear, functional course and continue improving it throughout the semester. 
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