
The QEP Development Team proposes a quality 
enhancement plan focused on leadership for the 
purpose of advancing community wellbeing through 
public-facing communication skill building.

What is thought leadership?
According to TWU’s Women’s Thought Leadership program, funded by the Jane Nelson Institute 
for Women’s Leadership, “Thought leaders are those people in communities and organizations that 
others turn to for their expertise. They inspire and influence others with their grounded knowledge and 
innovative thinking.”

What do we mean by wellbeing?
The terms wellness and wellbeing are often used interchangeably. For the QEP, our definition of wellbeing 
will connect with the National Wellness Institute’s Six Dimensions of Wellness (1976) which comprises 
emotional, occupational, physical, social, intellectual, and spiritual elements. To advance community 
wellbeing is to act for the public good; to improve our communities and the systems that shape where 
and how we live, learn, work, and play.

How can we cultivate thought leaders for community wellbeing?
While academic publication is an important mechanism for advancing knowledge, this QEP will focus on 
more public facing methods of communication, such as op-eds, podcasts, public lectures/workshops, 
videos, blogs/essays, or policy document development.

What are the proposed student learning outcomes?
• SLO 1: Students will be able to ethically extend knowledge from academic study to social issues 

related to health and wellbeing.
• SLO2: Students will be able to apply effective communication strategies appropriate for public 

engagement.

Which students will we focus on?
Our graduate students are future scholars, practitioners, teachers, and leaders in their respective fields. 
Whether their studies are grounded in health, social equity, education, and/or community change, this 
QEP proposal will help them learn communication skills critical to educating communities and engaging 
in informed advocacy. 

What happens next?
The QEP Development team will gather feedback on the proposal from students, faculty, staff, and 
administrators this fall, including creating an Advisory Committee and visiting all colleges on all campuses.
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Panelist Bios 

Dr. Jennifer Danley-Scott is a lecturer in the department of Political Science with a half-
time appointment in the Center for Women in Politics and Public Policy. She teaches Texas 
Government, the American Presidency, Elections, and Women in Politics. Her research 
focuses on student success, assessment, and pedagogy. Jennifer focuses on providing 
training and mentorship opportunities for women interested in politics, policy, and governing. 
To support this goal, she brings officeholders and political appointees to campus to speak 
with students about jobs, elected positions, and appointments within government. Her work 
for the CWPPP includes oversight of emBOLDenHER, a campaign and advocacy program that 
offers beginner workshops as well as deeper dive workshops and panels.

Dr. Nasrin Mirsaleh-Kohan is an Associate Professor of Physics and the Division Lead of 
Chemistry and Biochemistry. She is a SENCER Leadership Fellow and also a co-director of 
SENCER (Science Education for New Civic Engagements and Responsibilities) Center for 
Innovation-Southwest. Nasrin has been the faculty organizer for the annual poster show 
at the Golden Triangle Mall titled “Pioneer Research at the Mall ‘’ held every fall. The Kohan 
research group is interested in developing spectroscopic techniques to understand the nature 
of interaction of anticancer drugs with DNA and also applications of nanomaterials such as 
carbon nanotubes. Dr. Kohan is also interested in understanding teaching pedagogy and 
student learning, particularly in science classes.

Dr. Ilana Morgan, Associate Professor of Dance, researches dance education as social justice 
with incarcerated and detained youth, focusing on dance experiences and choreography 
as an expressive and restorative practice. Her research in dance education and advocacy 
considers issues of confinement and freedom, governmental approaches to rehabilitation 
and juvenile justice, and social and emotional learning in relation to dance. She has published 
articles in the Journal of Dance Education, the Journal of Emerging Dance Scholarship, and 
has a chapter in Dance Education and Responsible Citizenship: Promoting Civic Engagement 
through Effective Dance Pedagogies. At TWU, she teaches dance pedagogy and theory 
courses and coordinates the MA in Dance and the BA in Dance with those working towards 
Texas teacher certification.


